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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group I and Species B (claims 1-4, 6-9, 
and 12-16) in the reply filed on 12/21/2006 is acknowledged. 

Claims 5, 10-11, and 17-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species/invention, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

. A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kaneshige (6,527,737). Kaneshige discloses a catheter for insertion into 
a biological conduit comprising an elongate catheter shaft (1) having a proximal end and 
a distal end, a material collection chamber (inside lumen of 1), located within the 
catheter body, a controllably arcuate segment (16) including at least one opening (slits) 
that create a fluid path between the material collection chamber and an exterior portion, 
and a sliding member (6) that moves material received through the arcuate segment 
opening into the material collection chamber away from the opening (the wire (6) opens 
the slits and creates a flow therethrough), further comprising suction means (23) near 
the proximal end, an aspiration chamber (2), and a one-way valve (4), wherein the 
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material collection chamber is proximal to the controllably arcuate segment, further 
comprising a material extraction lumen (lumen of 1), wherein the controllably arcuate 
segment has a normally bowed bias, wherein the segment is straightened by the sliding 
member, wherein the sliding member is attached to a flexible shaft (proximal end of 6), 
and further comprising a rotational orientation element (22). 

Claims 1-3, 6-8, and 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chee (6,017,323). Chee discloses a catheter for insertion into a 
biological conduit comprising an elongate catheter shaft (100) having a proximal end 
and a distal end, a material collection chamber (inside lumen of 100), located within the 
catheter body, a controllably arcuate segment (102,104) including at least one opening 
(120) that create a fluid path between the material collection chamber and an exterior 
portion, and a sliding member (124) that moves material received through the arcuate 
segment opening into the material collection chamber away from the opening, further 
comprising suction means near the proximal end, an aspiration chamber, wherein the 
material collection chamber is proximal to the controllably arcuate segment, further 
comprising a material extraction lumen (lumen of 100), wherein the controllably arcuate 
segment has a normally bowed bias, wherein the sliding member has a cutting edge, 
wherein the sliding member is attached to a flexible shaft (106), and further comprising 
a rotational orientation element (116). 

Claims 1-7 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hunter (3,081 ,770). Hunter discloses a catheter for insertion into a biological conduit 
comprising an elongate catheter shaft (106) having a proximal end and a distal end, a 
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material collection chamber (inside lumen of 106), located within the catheter body, a 
controllably arcuate segment (distal end of 106, any catheter or needle that can be bent 
is controllably arcuate) including at least one opening (108,1 10) that create a fluid path 
between the material collection chamber and an exterior portion, and a sliding member 
(112) that moves material received through the arcuate segment opening into the 
material collection chamber away from the opening, further comprising suction means 
near the proximal end, an aspiration chamber (inside of 78), and a one-way valve (96), 
wherein the material collection chamber is proximal to the controllably arcuate segment, 
further comprising a material extraction lumen (lumen of 106), wherein the sliding 
member is attached to a flexible shaft (104), and further comprising a rotational 
orientation element (88). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theodore J. Stigell whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8759. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





